STRETCH

YOUR DOLLAR

Align Your Wheels

All of the elements that make your car go straight are
called “alignment.” Wheel alignment is important to the
health of your vehicle. Proper wheel alignment makes
a vehicle steer easily and allows tires to wear evenly.

Three things affect wheel alignment: caster, camber
and toe. Caster is the angle the wheel pivots on.
Camber describes how vertical the wheel is in relation
to the ground. Toe is how “pigeon-toed” the wheels
are. If your vehicle’s caster, camber, or toe is off, they
must be readjusted as soon as possible.

When your vehicle is brought in for an alignment, it is
placed on a platform, which allows the wheels to spin
while a computer calculates orientation. The computer
compares this to a database of manufacturer
specifications for the year, make and model of the car.
If wheel alignment is off, an adjustment is made and
the vehicle is tested again until the wheels are aligned
to specifications.
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Alignment

Check tire pressure & align to manufacturers recommendation.
(Two-Wheel Drive automobiles only.)

When a vehicle is driven in a straight line, the wheels
on the left side of the vehicle should be parallel with the
wheels on the right. If one wheel is slightly off this axis,
the vehicle may want to pull, or drift, to that side.

It is recommended that your wheels be aligned every
10,000 miles or at least once a year. If it has been a
while since your last wheel alignment, your wheels may
have misaligned. Visit us at VW Springdfield to have your
wheels realigned!
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